BYLAWS OF I.A.D.C.C.T. CHAPTER SOUTHERN STARS 1991

ARTICLE 1    NAME

This I.A.D.C.C.T. Chapter will be known as Southern Stars, organized in the state of California.

ARTICLE 2    PURPOSE

The specific and primary purpose is to establish communication among certified Duncan Teachers to share and benefit by the experiences of others, to suggest and implement ways of being of service to local, charitable organizations and institutions, to establish and maintain ethical business practices and to elevate the level of ceramic education..

ARTICLE 3    MEMBERSHIP

Section 1- Qualifications. Membership is limited to those who have completed the Duncan Certification program and have received a Certified Duncan Teacher Certificate.

Section 2- Enrollment. New members shall be enrolled upon receipt of the membership fee and verification of certification.

Section 3- Termination of membership. Any member may withdraw from the chapter after fulfilling all obligations to it by giving written notice of such intention to the Secretary of the chapter. Membership shall automatically terminate upon failure to pay dues within 30 (thirty) days after dues become payable. A unanimous vote of the chapter or 2/3 vote of the membership in the chapter may terminate membership for cause.

ARTICLE 4    FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the chapter shall begin on the first day of January and end on the last day of December each year.

ARTICLE 5    DUES

Section 1- Annual Dues. The officers of the chapter shall determine the annual dues after a review of the financial status of the chapter.

Section 2- Payment of Dues. Dues shall be payable in advance by the 31st (thirty first) day of December each year. 

Section 3- Default and Termination of Membership. When any member shall be in default in payment of dues for a period of 30 (thirty) days from the day that dues become payable, his membership shall be thereupon terminated automatically. 

ARTICLE 6    MEETINGS

Section 1- Chapter Meetings. The chapter officers will determine the time and place of chapter meetings.

Section 2- Special Meetings. Special meetings shall be called by the chapter officers at such time and place as they deem necessary.

Section 3- Notice. Notice of all chapter meetings shall be given at least 30 (thirty) days prior to such meeting by notice in the newsletter, via fax, via electronic media, or mailed notice to member at last known address.

Section 4- Attendance at Meetings. Attendance at all meetings shall be limited to I.A.D.C.C.T. members in good standing.

Section 5- Voting. Each member in good standing shall have one vote.

Section 6- Quorum. A quorum for a chapter meeting shall consist of at least 5 (five) members in good standing.

ARTICLE 7    OFFICERS

Section 1- Officers. The elected officers of this chapter shall be President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary.

Section 2- Election of Officers. The general membership shall elect the President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary for a term of 2 (two) years by mail ballot following a meeting in which the nominations are made. The nominating committee shall present a slate of candidates no later than the 3rd meeting of alternate years. The floor shall then be opened for nominations. Ballots shall be prepared and mailed to members in good standing. The candidate having the plurality of votes for that office shall be considered elected and installed at the Christmas  meeting or the 1st meeting of the new year.

Section 3- Duties and Powers. Duties and powers of officers shall be as follows:

A. President. The President shall reside at all meetings. He/She shall appoint committees and perform such other duties as are necessary incident to the office of President.

B. Vice-President. The Vice-President shall render the President any assistance as may be reasonably requested and shall perform the duties of the President in the event the President is absent, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to act.

C. Secretary. The Secretary shall take, prepare and maintain the minutes of all chapter meetings as well as annual and regional meetings. He/She shall perform such other duties as are incident to the office of Secretary.

D. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall receive all dues, prepare and present all financial reports, and conduct all financial business of the chapter. He/She shall assure that accurate records of membership are maintained and make a quarterly accounting to International of all monies received and expense incurred.

Section 4- Compensation of Officers. The Officers of this chapter shall receive no salary or compensations, but any expense incurred on behalf of the chapter shall be paid or reimbursed by the chapter upon approval of the officers.

ARTICLE 8    COMMITTEES

The President of the chapter, with the approval of the officers may from time to time appoint such committees as deemed necessary.

ARTICLE 9    AMENDMENTS

These Bylaws may be amended by a mail vote of the membership provided the proposed amendments and ballots are mailed to all members in good standing and/or presented to the membership at a chapter meeting. An amendment shall require the affirmative vote or written consent by a simple majority of those ballots cast.

ARTICLE 10    PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES

Roberts Rules of Order, newly revised, shall govern the conduct of all meetings except as otherwise covered in these bylaws. The order of business (agenda) shall be suggested by the President and prepared by the secretary.

